Conjunctival oxygen monitoring: relationship to ventricular arrhythmias.
The results of conjunctival oxygen monitoring in a critically ill patient whose cardiac rhythm changed from sinus tachycardia to ventricular tachycardia and ventricular fibrillation and back to sinus tachycardia are described. Monitoring revealed a significant decrease in conjunctival oxygen tension 2 minutes before ventricular tachycardia was manifested by continuous electrocardiography, and an immediate rise in conjunctival oxygen tension was seen with the resumption of sinus tachycardia. This monitoring modality may be a useful adjunct in the hemodynamic evaluation of critically ill patients.